FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 7, 2010

CONTACT:   Kim Altig, 509-637-4181 

THE HORSE BOY AUTHOR, FILMAKER VISITS THE GORGE FOR AUTISM AWARENESS

Best-selling author, filmmaker Rupert Isaacson holds demonstration at Windwalker Ranch

Rupert Isaacson, author of the international bestseller, The Horse Boy, will present a demonstration of his renowned method of the same name, Isaacson will hold a question and answer session and book signing immediately following the demonstration.

HUSUM, Wa. — Oct. 21, at 
4 p.m. Demonstration of the Horse Boy Method at Windwalker Ranch
  



5 p.m. Question & Answer and book signing at Windwalker Ranch

There is no charge for this event, though a $5 donation would be appreciated.  All proceeds will go to benefit The Horse Boy Foundation.  Pre-register by contacting Kim Altig at 509-637-4181 or email to: kim@windwalkerranch.org 
An intensely personal and spiritual journey, The Horse Boy follows one Texas couple and their autistic son as they trek on horseback through Outer Mongolia in an attempt to find healing for their son. When their two-year-old son, Rowan, was diagnosed with autism, Isaacson, a writer and former horse trainer, and his wife Kristin Neff, a psychology professor at University of Texas, sought the best possible medical care—but traditional therapies had little effect. Then they discovered that their son had a profound affinity for animals—particularly horses—and the family set off on a quest that would change their lives.

Directed by Michel Orion Scott, The Horse Boy is part travel adventure, part insight into shamanic healing and part intimate look at the autistic mind. In telling one family’s story, the film gives voice to the thousands whom display amazing courage and creativity everyday in the battle against this mysterious and often heart-wrenching epidemic. The film companion to Isaacson’s best-selling book and a festival favorite, the documentary gives insight into how, in life’s darkest moments, a family can find the gateway to joy and wonder.

During his Columbia Gorge visit, Isaacson also will be at the Heathman Hotel, in Portland, OR., Oct. 20 at 3 p.m., to present a reading with a book signing to follow. That same evening, Issacson will present a screening of his renowned documentary of The Horse Boy, with a question and answer session and book signing immediately following the screening.

Isaacson concludes his stay by leading a horse training clinic for certification in the “Horse Boy Method” of equine therapy on Oct. 23 and 24 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. hosted by Ruff Ranch Stables for Summit Equine Assisted Therapy, 35804 NE 137 Ct., in La Center, Wash. The two-day training is $500 for the hands-on workshop teaching the techniques used by Isaacson; audits of the clinic will be available for $50 per day. A screening of the The Horse Boy will be shown there on Oct. 23 at 3 p.m. with a question and answer session scheduled immediately following the book signing. 

Isaacson's first book, The Healing Land: A Kalahari (Grove Press), was a 2004 New York Times Notable Book. His journalism and travel writing has appeared in the Daily Telegraph, Esquire, National Geographic, Independent on Sunday, Conde Nast Traveler, Daily Mail and The Field. For his work, Isaacson has been awarded the 2010 Autism Champion Award by The Autism Society of America. He has traveled extensively in Africa, Asia, and North America and now lives in Austin, Texas, with his wife, Kristin, and their son, Rowan. In addition to being an ex-professional horse trainer, Isaacson is founding director of the Indigenous Land Rights Fund, a non-profit organization that helps threatened and displaced indigenous tribes obtain tenure of their ancestral land. 
For directions and information on the Local event visit

www.windwalkerranch.org
For more information on the Portland events contact:

Martha LaMarche,  503-384-9140 home, 503-729-9321 cell

http://www.nwfilm.org/screenings/27/273/#1708
www.summitequineassistedtherapy.com
Visit these websites for more information on The Horse Boy story and method

www.horseboymovie.com
www.horseboymethod.com
